GEORGE    VI
that he founded the annual boys' camps bearing his name in which an equal number of boys from the public schools and from the industrial areas spend a fortnight together under canvas.
In 1923 the Duke of York married the Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, the daughter of the Earl of Strath-more and Kinghorne. This was the first occasion on which a Prince of the Blood had married a commoner since the wedding of George Ill's brother the Duke of Gloucester and the Lady Waldegrave, which had been the direct cause of the passing of the Royal Marriages Act, (The Duke of Sussex's marriage was never valid and although recognized by Queen Victoria was nevertheless, from a strictly legal point of view, as malicious contemporaries did not fail to point out, merely an approved cohabitation. Two Royal Princesses, however, H.R.H. Princess Louise and H.RJHL the Princess Mary, now Princess Royal, had married outside the narrow confines of" Ebenburtigkeit/*) The new Queen had, while Duchess of York, attained a deserved popularity with the nation which had been further strengthened by the birth of two daughters, the Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret Rose, The Duke's marriage had been particularly popular in Scotland, for not only was the Duchess Scottish by birth but she was also a direct descendant of King Robert of Scotland.
Few kings have succeeded in such trying circumstances as George VI. Only William III, Edward IV and Henry IV had succeeded to the throne in the lifetime of their predecessors, who had in even7 case for-
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